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Prisoners get
rare visit from
social worker

Fiona Brady

A SOCIAL worker who has been
visiting Irish prisoners in Australian
jails has warned young people of the
severe consequences of getting
involved in drugs here.

Eilis Peoples said the majority of
Irish prisoners in Australia were young
men in their 20s who are serving time
on drug offences.

“I think some young people don't
realise, in coming to Australia, the
penalics involved in their drug en-
‘gagement,” said Ms Peoples, who is a
caseworker for the Irish Council for
Prisoners Overseas (ICPO).

“They may not be aware of the
effects oftheir decisions on themselves
and their families and their victims.”

She said being away from home was
often a factor.

“Sometimes people don't have the
boundaries created by familics and
things can escalate more quickly.”

Ms Peoples spent nearly two wecks
in Australia visiting 14 prisonersin jails
in NSW and Western Ausiralia to give
them information and support. She
said their main issue was isolation.
Some hadn’t had a visit since the
ICPO’s last trip here in 2016.

“What tends to happen they arc here
with friends and then the friends move

back home and so their visits tend to
reduce as time goes on,” she said.

‘The visits from the caseworker are
eagerly awaited.

“It is that connection of having
somebody come in,” Ms Peoples said.

“Some of them want emotional
support, some might want information.
For example, what might happen with
their cases, with immigration, what has
happened to other people previously.”

Intotal, the ICPO works with 24 Irish
men and women prisoners in Ausiralia,
but knows there are more who have
not requested their help. Sentences
vary from lifc to just a few months.

‘Anotherbig partof the organisation’s
work is helping distressed families i
Ireland maintain contact with the
prisoners. Few families can afford to
come to Australia but some go to huge
lengths — such as re-mortgaging
houses and selling cars ~ to help the
family member.

After meeting the prisoncrs, Ms
Peoples contacts their familics to let
them know how their realtive is doing.
Most prisoners wil be deported at the
end of their sentence:

“We are hoping that when the
prisoners go back to Ircland they will
still have that strong family connection
and we hope that can reduce the risk
of reoffending as well,” she said.
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TWO STRIKES: Darron Gibson outside South Tyneside court. Picture: PA

Football star Darron Gibson f:

Tom Wilkinson

REPUBLIC of Ireland footballer Darron
Gibson has been told he faces jail after
admitting a second drinkdrive charge
in less than three years.

‘The 30year-old was three times
over the limit when he smashed his
Mercedes 4x4 into parked cars on
St Patrick's Day, South Tyneside
Magistrates’ Court was told.

“The incident in Sunderland followed
a serious collision in 2015 when his
car hit three cyclists who were fixing a
wheel on the pavement.

Gibson, who played for Manchester

United, Everton and Sunderiand,
knocked a taxi's wing mirror off in West
Boldon in the latest incident, but carried
on and smashed into parked cars in
Dovedale Road, Fulwell, Sunderland, as
he drove to the club's training ground.

His grey 4x4 ended up on the
pavement and the road was strewn with
debris. The taxi driver had followed
him, thinking Gibson would stop to
swap details, but the footballer carried
on for some distance untilthe final
series of collsions.

Gibson will be sentenced on May 25
after medical reports are provided.
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